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Will governor’s orders force 


school, college consolidation? 


BY DALE DENWALT 
Capitol Bureau 
ddenwalt@oklahoman.com 


Gov. Mary Fallin signed 
executive orders Tuesday 
that could force consoli- 
dation of some K-12 pub- 
lic school and university 
administrations. 

She also signed an order 


OKC 
Council 
approves 
water 
rate hike 


BY WILLIAM CRUM 
Staff Writer 
wcrum@oklahoman.com 


The Oklahoma City 
Council has approved 
new water rates that 
will raise the typical 
annual utility bill by $160 
by 2021, with signifi- 
cantly steeper increases 
for customers who use 
large amounts of water. 

A revised rate structure 
and rate increases will 
finance, over the next 10 
years, $2.5 billion in water 
and sewer improvements, 
including a second pipe- 
line from reservoirs in 
southeast Oklahoma. 

City leaders say sys- 
tem upgrades and expan- 
sion are needed to sustain 
economic growth, as they 
were in the 1960s, when 
the city built two reser- 
voirs and the first 100- 
mile pipeline from Lake 
Atoka. 

No objections were 
raised to the latest rate 
hikes and they passed 
unanimously. 

Controversy this time 
around centers on the 
objections of southeast- 
ern Oklahoma residents to 
further transfers of water 
from their region to cen- 
tral Oklahoma. 

Oklahoma City received 
a permit last month for 
up to 115,000 acre-feet 
of water per year from 
the Kiamichi River basin, 
where the city has storage 
rights at Sardis reservoir. 

Opponents of plans to 
transfer Kiamichi water 
to Oklahoma City have 
asked a  Pushmataha 
County judge to invali- 
date the permit or order 
the Oklahoma Water 
Resources Board to reopen 
thepermit hearing. 

An attorney for the 
city responded last week, 
arguing the request should 


that limits agencies from 
spending a total of $10 
million per year on pro- 
motional items that aren’t 
part of their core missions. 
Her cost-cutting move, 
just days after vetoing 
most of the Legislature’s 
special session budget 
bill, could end up sway- 
ing some of the more con- 


servative lawmakers who 
opposed raising revenue. 

Fallin also said she 
would announce next 
week when the next spe- 
cial session will begin. 

The public school 
administration consoli- 
dation order is similar 
to legislation that didn’t 
pass during special ses- 


Not just 
“another 


sion. It directs the State 
Board of Education to 
compile a list of every dis- 
trict that spends less than 
60 percent of its budget 
on instructional expendi- 
tures. 

Schools on that list 
would then voluntarily 
plan for consolidation or 
annexation. If they do not, 


the state can intervene. 
The order doesn’t force 
entire districts to consoli- 
date. Rather, it considers 
administrative services 
like superintendent duties, 
budgeting, maintenance 
and equipment, bonding 
and other responsibilities. 


SEE FALLIN, 3A 


Oklahoma City’s Russell Westbrook, right, and Golden State’s Kevin Durant will play against each other for the first 
time this season on Wednesday night at Chesapeake Energy Arena. The former Thunder teammates say the match- 
up is just another game on the schedule. More coverage in Sports. [PHOTO BY NATE BILLINGS, THE OKLAHOMAN ARCHIVES] 
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Nothing’s 
normal about 
a Thunder 

vs. Golden 
State game 


BY ERIK HORNE 
Staff Writer 
ehorne@oklahoman.com 


It’s just another game. 

It was the cliche thrown 
out by two former team- 
mates and friends on 
Tuesday, maybe not in 
those exact words but 
Russell Westbrook and 
Kevin Durant said it in 
their distinct ways on 
the eve of Thunder ver- 
sus Warriors. 

Westbrook was 
asked whether Wednes- 
day’s matchup at Ches- 
apeake Energy Arena 
meant something more, 
or it was simply one in 82 
games of the season. He 
was halfway through his 
explanation before stop- 
ping, then looking up as 
if he was searching in his 
head for the most West- 
brookian of answers to a 
simple question. 

Westbrook delivered his 
verdict to afew laughs. 

“I’ve been at that point 
since, umm... 

“... since I got drafted.” 

Nearly 1,500 miles away, 
Durant looked off into 
the open space of the St. 
John’s University practice 
gym in Queens, New York. 
“It’s just a regular game 
for me now,” said Durant, 
who is listed as question- 
able with a sprained ankle, 
but is expected to play. 
“I learned to tune out the 
crowd, I learned to tune 
out the bulls*** and just 
play.” 

The former dynamic 
duo can say the first meet- 
ing between the teams is 
standard fare, but there’s 
always something more. 


SEE THUNDER, 3A 


e OKLAHOMAN.COM 


Bomb plot defendant found competent 


BY KYLE SCHWAB 
Staff Writer 
kschwab@oklahoman.com 


The man accused of 


now 23, of Sayre, was 
arrested after an under- 
cover FBI agent helped 
him construct the device 
with inert materials, 


ing Tuesday during a brief 
hearing in Oklahoma City 
federal court. The judge 
said Varnell is not pres- 
ently suffering from a 


wrists. He was alert, talk- 
ative with his attorneys 
and smiled often at rela- 
tives in the courtroom. 
The judge said his find- 


be dismissed because trying to blowupadown- authorities reported. mental disease and can ing was based on the 
opponents failed to name town Oklahoma City bank “You look good. ... Bet- assist his attorneys in his results of a psychological 
the city as a defendant, with what he thought was ter put together,” U.S. defense. evaluation Varnell under- 
naming only the state avehicle bomb was found Magistrate Judge Shon T. Varnell appeared in went earlier this month in 
Water Resources Board. mentally competent Erwin told Varnell after court wearing an orange San Diego. 

Tuesday to face trial. finding him competent. uniform and shackles 
SEE WATER, 3A Jerry Drake Varnell Jerry Drake Varnell, Thejudgemadetherul- around his ankles and SEE VARNELL, 2A 
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